
 

  

The Romans Invade! 

In AD43, the full might of the Roman army 
landed on the beaches in Kent. Over the next 

year it battled inland, storming through 
hillforts and chopping down anyone who 

stood in their way. 

The Romans wanted Britain's precious 
metals. However, they weren't just a 

destructive force. When the Romans came 
they modernised Britain forever. They taught 

them about hygiene, about clean drinking 
water, a calendar, laws and legal system. 
They also introduced new infrastructure 
such as straight roads, central heating, 

aqueducts as well as concrete. You may still 
see some Roman numerals around today 
and some of the words we use are taken 

from Latin which is the language that they 
spoke in Ancient Rome. 

 

 

This map shows how much of Europe 

and Britain the Roman Empire covered

 

The ancient Romans were based in Rome in 
Italy but they ruled over land that stretched 
far beyond the borders of Rome. This was 
called the Roman Empire and it covered large 
parts of land all around the Mediterranean Sea 
– and even part of Great Britain. 
The Romans got this land mostly by fighting 
battles with other groups of people, like 
the Celts in Britain. When the Romans won, 
they’d get more territory to add to the Empire. 
This meant that Roman culture had a huge 
influence on other cultures, and it’s why 
finding Roman artefacts (like coins), and ruins 
of Roman walls and buildings (like Hadrian’s 
Wall) is so common in the British Isles today. 
The Romans also brought a varied diet with 
them including flat bread, which was made 
without yeast like lots of modern breads. 
 

Key figures in Roman Britain. 

Boudicca  

Boudicca was the queen of the Iceni tribe in the South of 

England. There were no pictures of her but she was 

described as having long red hair that flowed beyond her 

waist. When her husband died the Romans tried to 

conquer the Iceni tribe but Boudicca rallied the Celtic 

tribes against the Romans. The Emperor sent the Roman 

governor Paulinus with the Ninth Legion army to fight 

Boudicca’s rebellion. 

 

Emperor Claudius  

Claudius was the fourth Roman emperor from 41 to 54 

A.D. He was best known for the successful expansion of 

Rome into Britain and parts of Africa and the Middle East, 

Claudius was an accomplished leader. 

 

 

Roman Towns 
 
The Romans built Britain's first towns. They built towns all over Britain as  
centres to administer the people they had conquered. Within 17 years of  
the invasion, they had several major towns in place connected by the  
famous Roman roads. The Romans liked everything to be organised and  
orderly. Streets were laid out in neat, straight lines, like on a chess-board.  
In the middle there was a large square called the forum. It was used as a  
market place and for meetings. It had shops and offices on three sides and 
government offices on the other side. 
Many towns had running water and sewers. Aqueducts were bridges for bringing water to the towns. Only 
the rich had water piped to their houses; everyone else used water from public fountains. The only toilets 
were public lavatories, which were built around the town and connected to underground sewers.  
 

Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/roman-life-and-culture
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/celts
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/roman-life-and-culture
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/roads.htm


 

 

 

 

Hadrian’s Wall 
Hadrian’s Wall was a barrier that the Roman Empire built to keep invaders from the 
north out of the Roman province of Britain. It stretched  
across northern Britain for 73 miles (118 kilometres) from 
coast to coast. Hadrian’s Wall was in use almost until the end  
of Roman rule in Britain in 410. Hadrian’s Wall was so well built 
that you can still go and see parts of it today, almost 2,000  
years after it was built! 

 

Children in Ancient Rome 

 
When living in an Ancient Roman family, the father was 
in charge of the household and so the children would 
always listen to the father. The father would even 
decide what the children would dress like.  If the 
children were disobedient, they could also be sent 
away from the family.  
The father would decide what kind of education the 

children in the home would have.  If the family were 

wealthy, the boy children would get a chance to either 

get a tutor or go to school in a schoolhouse. Boys 

would also learn how to fight and to be warriors in case 

they ever had to go to war. Girls were taught 

differently and they were only taught to read and write 

and then take on household chores. 

 

 

 

 

Anglo-Saxons  
By 410AD, the last of the Romans had left Britain to defend their home territory as they were under increasing threat from external invaders. This 

meant Britain was left to its own devices for the first time in about 400 years of protection under Roman rule. The British were quite unprepared 

for fighting!  
Many tribes had been invading Britain for some time, including Picts and Scots, and without Roman protection they proved to be a formidable 

force against the Brits. 

These invaders are known to us as The Anglo-Saxons because the two biggest invading tribes were the Angles and the Saxons. 

 

Vocabulary 

Empire - a group of countries ruled over 

by a single person. 

Emperor - a monarch that rules over an 

empire. 

Centurion - a commander within the 

Roman army.  

Amphitheatre - an oval or circular 

building with tiered seats around an open 

space. 

Mosaic - a pattern or image made of 

small pieces of coloured stone, glass or 

ceramic. 

Aqueduct - a watercourse built to 

distribute water across long distances. 

Civilisations - a group of people with their 

own languages and way of life. 

Forum - a meeting place where ideas can 

be discussed.  

Parliament - a group that make laws.  

 

The Scots 
The Gaelic speaking Scots, who came from Ireland, were descendants of the Picts 

who had earlier invaded Ireland, around 200AD. Historians believe that these Irish 

Scots invaded and claimed land in Scotland in the 4th and 5th centuries. 

The Picts and the Scots were a constant threat to the Britons and it was even 

harder to fight them off without support from the Romans. They were described 

as ‘foul’ and with ‘a lust for blood’ by a historian from the time, named Gildas. 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/ancient-Rome/353728
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